
Will Created the Upside Down 
 
A lot of people have just finished binge watching the third season of Stranger Things, and are 
speculating on what might be coming next for the Hawkins crew. There are so many rumours and 
theories out there, especially about the famous Upside Down universe, and here is another one! 
 
In a nutshell, the Upside Down is an alternate universe where things are dying and dangerous. 
There are scary monsters in a world that looks like Hawkins, but there is not much more known 
about this place.  
One of the show’s main protagonists, Will Byers, was kidnapped and kept in this universe for most 
of the first season. Some people believe that our beloved boy might have actually had something to 
do with the creation of this universe. 
 
How would this be possible? 
 
Let’s start at the beginning with season one. When Eleven was starting to settle into her new life at 
the Wheelers’ home, she quickly recognized a picture of Will. This was vaguely assumed to have to 
do with the fact that she opened the gate and saw Will in passing, however there could be more to 
this story. Is it possible that Eleven had seen Will before in the Hawkin’s Lab, back when they were 
both being experimented on?  
 
It is known that Will and Jonathan have an absentee father, Lonnie Byers, who is unreliable at best. 
It is quite possible that at a young age, Will was sent by him to this lab in exchange for monetary 
compensation. Many viewers would not put this past him. If this is the case, we can assume that 
Joyce was unaware of the situation. Further, with regards to Will, it can be guessed that he has 
repressed these memories from his childhood.  
 
Further explaining this point, is the fact that the dungeons and dragons game the kids play is so 
similar to this parallel universe. It has been shown that Will is very artistic and enjoys drawing. 
Maybe, drawing from both this game and the hometown he knows so well, he inadvertently created 
it with his artwork, due to powers he developed from the experiments he underwent? 
 
Getting back to the topic of Will’s father, there were definitely some other strange behaviours he 
exhibited back in season one. First off, even though he was absent from their lives, why did he not 
show any bit of fear or sadness when he heard of his son’s disappearing. When Jonathan paid him a 
visit, there was not one tear shed. Later, when he came to Hawkins for the funeral, he seemed more 
occupied with silencing Joyce’s concerns than actually mourning the loss of his son. Could he have 
known more than he let on? 
 
As mentioned earlier, it has been theorized that Will could possibly have superpowers similar to 
Eleven, courtesy of the Hawkin’s lab. Viewers already know about a few special abilities Will 
developed throughout the seasons; true sight, now-memories, and the ability to sense trouble 
approaching. Will he develop more powers as time goes, maybe reaching the level of Eleven, and 
then be able to help with permanently closing the gate?  
 
Another question that has been raised is how it’s possible that Will survived living in the Upside 
Down the longest out of all the kidnapped victims. How could he have not been killed like the 
others?  
 



If this theory is true, it would mean that Will is the creator of not only this alternate universe, but 
also all the creatures that live there. Therefore, they would all try to protect him and need him to be 
around. 
 
Since the Byers family (and Eleven) have left Hawkins, does this mean that the creatures from the 
Upside Down will want to lure him back?  
Will the demo-dogs and mind flayers follow him? 
 
Only time will tell!  


